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Last Sunday’s gospel parable spoke of the generosity of the vineyard owner, giving 
to each a fair day’s wage, whether they worked the vineyard for one hour or the 
whole day long.   
 
This is one way how Jesus explains the kingdom of heaven and the way God thinks.  
God’s generosity is unlimited, but more importantly, SALVATION is offered 
EQUALLY to all.  It is up to us to accept it gratefully, or to turn our backs to it. 
 
Even this week’s readings speak of “fairness”.  To better understand this short 
verse from the Prophet Ezekiel one must read from the beginning of this particular 
chapter, Chapter 18.  What we have here today is just the JIST of the chapter. 
 
Because we think as humans do, and not as God does, we have an understanding 
of the phrase “the sin of the father”.  It’s understandable in the context that our 
parents are our FIRST teachers – we learn by observing our parents, both their 
good actions as well as the bad – and as we grow, we tend to do and say just as 
we’ve observed. 
 
But we can change.  We can be, and ARE, influenced by our surroundings, 
neighbors, friends, other authority figures, and our own personal experiences.  In 
this way we can change for the better, or the worse, and this is where God’s 
thought of “fairness” comes into conflict with ours. 
 
Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (Jn 14:9b)  If you look 
at me standing before you here today you will see my Dad, God rest his soul, but 
I’d have to cover my mustache first.  I can’t ever remember him growing any facial 
hair longer than an scratchy stubble.                        
 
He and my Mom grew up in Brooklyn NY in fairly large working-class families.  I 
learned many good traits from my Dad, but I also learned about bigotry, something 
I didn’t think fit well into a happy life-style, at least not for me. 
 
This is where OUR ways depart from GOD’S ways.  The sins of my father are HIS 
sins, not mine.  I’ve got enough of my own sins and don’t need to be burdened 
with those of someone else.  His shortcomings were upon him, just as my 
shortcomings are upon me alone, and NOT on my children.   
 



Yet, as we age, we grow in wisdom and are able to see more clearly, HOPEFULLY, 
the hurt we’ve done to others and to ourselves, how it’s affected our lives and the 
lives of others.  In our repentance, we reconcile with God and move our hearts 
closer to His.  And if we die in His grace then we will live forever.  But if the good 
man, for some reason, turns his back on God and dies, HE forfeits his eternal life 
– his alone.  This is FREE WILL, a blessing and a curse God has given to mankind, 
to do the right or the wrong, to choose life or to choose death. 
 
I don’t think God uses the term, “Yea, but…”  By God’s doing what we cannot, 
looking into the hearts and knowing the thoughts of mankind, God’s sees what we 
do not, and what we see as fair or unfair may not be the same as how God sees 
it. 
 
Jesus looks right at the Pharisees, the chief priests, and elders, and asked which 
of the two sons did his father’s will, the one who said “No” and later went into the 
vineyard, or the one who said “Yes” and totally blew off his Dad.  Do we ever give 
“lip service” just to get someone off our backs as the second son did, and then 
later have to give an excuse as to WHY we didn’t do what we said we’d do?   
 
The Pharisees, good men, leaders in the temple, reminders to the people of God’s 
laws and restrictions, were chastised on the spot by Jesus for NOT heeding the 
words and examples of John the Baptist.  After listening to John, many sinful 
people had a change of heart, changed their ways, but what about the Pharisee.  
Jesus asked them straight up that when they saw others repent and change their 
ways, did they too truly repent, have a change of heart?   
 
Even John recognized the “brood of vipers” (Mt 3: 7) seeking cleansing from their 
sins, telling them to “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” (Mt 3: 
8)  God isn’t looking for lip service, He wants our words and actions to carry the 
same meaning.  “Let your “Yes” mean “Yes”, and your “No” mean “No”.” (Mt 5: 
37) 
 
It appears that in our society today “fairness”, like beauty, is in the eye of the 
beholder.  The farther we remove ourselves from the Will of God; to relegate God 
as not important to us; that salvation or eternal life is an old wives’ tale or a myth; 
to place ME, I, MINE ahead of all others, CHANGES, or at worst ELIMINATES, the 
definition of fairness.  In society there are many beholders, many ideas of what is 
fair, but there is only ONE beholder we should be beholding to, God Himself. 
 



St Paul reminds us to “Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; each 
looking out NOT for his own interests, but also for those of others.  Have in you 
the same attitude that is also in Jesus Christ.” (Ph 2:4-5)   
 
As Catholics, as with all who claim to be Christian, we are called to love as Christ 
did, not just those who love us, but also to those who hate us, to be examples in 
word and deed as Jesus is, that maybe thru OUR example we can help the lost 
find the path back to God.  It is only FAIR that we try. 


